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So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
concurrent resolution was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. ROYCE. Mr. Speaker, due to a runway 
accident at LaGuardia Airport in New York, I 
was unavoidably detained. 

On rollcall No. 375 had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

On rollcall No. 376 had I been present, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

Mr. BRALEY of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I regret 
missing floor votes on Monday, July 22, 2013. 
Had I registered my vote, I would have voted: 
‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 375, on Motion to Suspend 
the Rules and Pass, as amended, H.R. 
1542—WMD Intelligence and Information 
Sharing Act of 2013; ‘‘yea’’ on rollcall 376, on 
Motion to Suspend the Rules and Pass, as 
amended, H. Con. Res. 44—Authorizing the 
use of the Capitol Ground for the District of 
Columbia Special Olympics Law Enforcement 
Torch Run. 

f 

REMOVAL OF NAME OF MEMBER 
AS COSPONSOR OF H.R. 1213 

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent that my name 
be removed as a cosponsor of H.R. 1213. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
f 

NO LABELS AND PROBLEM 
SOLVERS 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, last week a group of more 
than 80 Members of the House and Sen-
ate unveiled a package of legislative 
reforms to make government more effi-
cient, effective, and less wasteful. 

The bipartisan group is called ‘‘No 
Labels’’—encompassing Members of 
Congress who have committed to meet 
on a regular basis to find common 
ground among political parties on a 
range of policy issues. 

I reach across the aisle on every sin-
gle piece of legislation I introduce. It’s 
the only way to actually get something 
done in this town. But this group is 
looking to create a larger dialogue 
among Members of Congress from dif-
ferent parties with different philoso-
phies. It’s a constructive group that is 
looking to advance solutions on a non-
partisan basis. 

The package of nine bills they intro-
duced last week might not solve all the 
Nation’s problems, but they do dem-
onstrate how common ground can be 
achieved, how Democrats and Repub-
licans can work together as problem- 
solvers. 

The more Members that we can bring 
together to work across the aisle on a 
consistent basis helps us to build trust 
and ultimately a legislative branch 
that functions a whole lot better. 

f 

SOCIAL SECURITY AND CHAINED 
CPI 

(Mr. SWALWELL of California asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. SWALWELL of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I have spoken to my constitu-
ents who are concerned about the via-
bility of Social Security. They want 
big ideas and long-term solutions. In-
stead, there are solutions right now 
and proposals to switch to a chained 
CPI formula to calculate cost-of-living 
adjustments for Social Security bene-
ficiaries to save money. This would re-
duce benefits and only extend Social 
Security solvency for 2 years. 

I do not support the use of chained 
CPI. It reduces the amount of Social 
Security checks, but not the rising 
cost of health care, water bills, or 
other fixed costs that seniors continue 
to face. 

The importance of Social Security is 
evident in the lives of millions of bene-
ficiaries, including my own father and 
grandmother. It’s an earned benefit 
that these hardworking Americans 
have paid into their entire lives. That’s 
why I have signed on to House Concur-
rent Resolution 34 to express my clear 
opposition to this misguided reduction 
in benefits. 

But I don’t stand here just to knock 
down ideas. Instead of reducing bene-
fits through chained CPI, I believe we 
should raise the cap on payroll con-
tributions. Currently, Social Security 
taxes are only collected on the first 
$113,000 of earnings. By raising the cap, 
we can extend Social Security solvency 
without cutting benefits. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
opposing chained CPI. 

f 

KEEP COAL AS AN ENERGY 
RESOURCE 

(Mrs. CAPITO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, this week 
the House will consider two pieces of 
legislation that are vitally important 
to protect the jobs of thousands of 
West Virginians. 

I rise as a proud cosponsor of the 
Coal Residuals Reuse and Management 
Act and the Energy Consumers Relief 
Act. 

The Coal Residuals Reuse and Man-
agement Act will stop the EPA from 
implementing new coal ash regulations 
by empowering the States to create a 
permit program that meets their indi-
vidual needs, while still providing envi-
ronmental safeguards. 

EPA’s proposed regulation on coal 
ash would cost thousands of jobs and 

would increase electric bills for fami-
lies and small businesses. It would also 
hinder the reuse of coal residuals, guar-
anteeing that more coal ash would end 
up in landfills instead of reused as con-
crete or cement. 

The House will also consider the En-
ergy Consumers Relief Act. This legis-
lation requires that anytime EPA pro-
poses a regulation that would cost 
more than $1 billion, that it is to be re-
viewed by other agencies, including the 
Department of Energy. 

If the Secretary of Energy deter-
mines that a rule would have adverse 
effects on the economy, such as unem-
ployment, wages, consumer prices, 
business and manufacturing activity, 
then the results must be made avail-
able to the public. 

Thousands of workers have been laid 
off. We’ve got to get back to creating 
jobs in this country, and these two 
bills will do that. 

f 

SAFE CLIMATE CAUCUS 
(Mr. TONKO asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TONKO. Mr. Speaker, although 
the House continues to ignore climate 
change, others are busy assessing the 
problems and options to address the 
new situations that this Nation and 
our world will face in a warmer world. 
The United States Global Change Re-
search Program’s draft assessment sug-
gests that we have work to do if we are 
to maintain a reliable, modern trans-
portation system. 

The committee’s draft states that sea 
level rise, storm surge, extreme weath-
er events, heat waves, and other mani-
festations of climate change are reduc-
ing the reliability and the capacity of 
our transportation system in many 
ways. The good news is the negative 
impacts can be reduced to rerouting, 
mode change, and other adaptive ac-
tions if we invest in our transportation 
network. 

The States should not have to do this 
exercise alone. The Federal Govern-
ment should lead the effort to deal and 
resolve climate change. We can im-
prove our infrastructure, reduce the 
cost of natural disasters, and ensure 
that our transportation network serves 
our Nation’s needs well into the future, 
all while creating jobs. 

Let’s stop denying reality. Let’s ad-
dress climate change. Let’s move our 
Nation and the world forward. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MAPLE GROVE 
BEYOND THE YELLOW RIBBON 

(Mr. PAULSEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PAULSEN. Mr. Speaker, I stand 
today to commend and to congratulate 
the city of Maple Grove for becoming 
Minnesota’s newest Beyond the Yellow 
Ribbon community. The combined ef-
forts of Maple Grove, the people and 
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businesses of its community, and the 
Minnesota National Guard have helped 
ensure that our military members and 
their families have a strong support 
structure at home in their community. 

Beyond the Yellow Ribbon is a 
unique program formed by the Min-
nesota National Guard to support the 
thousands of servicemembers who have 
served Minnesota since 9/11. It provides 
resources and training to servicemem-
bers and their families before, during, 
and after their deployment, helping 
them find jobs and integrate back into 
their community. 

As a Yellow Ribbon city, Maple 
Grove has gone above and beyond in 
supporting our troops and delivering a 
compassionate attitude to the many 
men and women who serve this great 
country, ensuring that our military 
members, when they come home, they 
come all the way home. 

f 

b 1915 

RELEASE BAHRAINI PRISONERS 
OF CONSCIENCE 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise to bring attention to the 
plight of Mahdi Abu Dheeb. Mahdi Abu 
Dheeb is the founder of the Bahrain 
Teachers Association and was arrested 
after taking part in pro-democracy pro-
tests in 2011. For this so-called crime, 
he was tortured and sentenced to 5 
years in prison by a military court. 

As a member of the Tom Lantos 
Human Rights Commission, I call for 
the immediate release of Abu Dheeb 
and all of the prisoners of conscience. 
Mahdi Abu Dheeb is a nonviolent activ-
ist imprisoned for his beliefs. His re-
lease would send a message that the 
Bahraini government cares about free-
dom, prosperity, and justice for all of 
its citizens. 

f 

THE ALL-SEEING EYE OF GOVERN-
MENT TRACKS CITIZEN MOVE-
MENT THROUGH LICENSE PLATE 
SURVEILLANCE 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, gov-
ernment agencies have been keeping 
track of Americans’ whereabouts by 
amassing databases of millions of our 
license plates by using license plate 
scanners. The information captures 
data on movements of innocent Amer-
ican citizens going about their daily 
lives. 

Unbeknown to Americans, govern-
ment technology records our move-
ment from the time we get in our car 
in the morning to every place we stop 
during the day, to the time we drive 
home. Plus, this data can be stored in-
definitely. 

This reminds me of the days when I 
was in the Soviet Union and saw how 
government spied on its citizens con-
stantly. Do we really want a govern-
ment to have the authority to record 
us anywhere we go during the day or 
during the night? 

When you go to work, to lunch, to 
the barber shop, to the airport, to the 
movies, to the post office, to the bank-
er, to the shopping center, to the car 
repair shop, to business meetings, to 
vacations, the parks, to the pool, to 
grandma’s house, to church, to the gro-
cery, to a friend’s house, to the hos-
pital, et cetera? 

We know by recent experience, abu-
sive government cannot be trusted 
with dragnet information data files it 
collects on Americans. 

To me, freedom includes government 
not keeping personal daily logs on indi-
viduals and their activities. None of 
these activities are the government’s 
business. 

The Right of Privacy and the Right 
to be Left Alone include the right to 
keep snooping government surveillance 
out of our lives. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

TROOPS IN AFGHANISTAN 
(Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois. Mr. 
Speaker, as a veteran of Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, I am very concerned about 
the so-called ‘‘zero option’’ that was 
floated by the President. 

Hundreds of thousands have fought 
for a victory for the Afghan people; and 
on the eve of victory for the Afghan 
people, the President is floating the op-
tion of no troops post-2014. I ask, Is the 
Taliban cheering that discussion, or 
are they scared of it? I would say that 
they are cheering the idea of no U.S. 
troops. 

Sixty percent of the Afghan people 
are under the age of 20. It is a new soci-
ety. Mr. Speaker, I am concerned that 
we are on the verge of snatching defeat 
from the jaws of victory. I would call 
on the President to announce a smaller 
post-2014 force and send a message to 
the Taliban that we will not back down 
and you will never rule Afghanistan 
again. 

f 

SOLUTIONS FOR OUR COUNTRY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

PERRY). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2013, the 
gentlewoman from Alabama (Mrs. 
ROBY) is recognized for 60 minutes as 
the designee of the majority leader. 

Mrs. ROBY. Mr. Speaker, I am so 
pleased to have the opportunity to-
night to be here in this Chamber with 
so many of our colleagues, either to 
discuss solutions—solutions for our 
country, solutions for our economy— 
and I am just going to invite my col-
leagues to participation in the con-
versation as they see fit. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to just point out 
to you that we have reached out to our 
constituents about this leadership hour 
tonight on Twitter using #4jobs; and, 
Mr. Speaker, we are hopeful that to-
night during this hour, we will con-
tinue that conversation with our con-
stituents at #4jobs. 

I have a lot of comments from my 
constituents back home that I’m eager 
to share as we go through this hour. I 
want to point out what many of you 
may have already read, and that is 
that the President has stated that he 
plans to pivot, once again, back to jobs 
and the economy. I thought, well, 
that’s great news. That’s what we have 
been pushing here. Many of you have 
seen us carrying around our laminated 
cards that talk about all of the jobs 
bills that we’ve passed in this Congress 
and, last, trying to promote economic 
growth in this country, to help get 
hardworking, taxpaying Americans 
back to work. 

But I lost my enthusiasm when bur-
ied in that article was the President’s 
statement: White House officials said 
three speeches will not offer new pro-
posals or approaches. 

So we’re going to pivot back to jobs 
and the economy, but we have no new 
approaches and we have no new ideas. 
That to me is a pivoting of message 
and not a pivoting of policy. We are 
watching, and all of us have stories of 
going back home to our constituents 
and meeting with American families 
that continue to struggle. The rhetoric 
that we all feel is not helping the re-
ality of the situation of the people that 
we were sent here to represent. 

We are not losing faith; the American 
people are not losing faith because the 
President’s message isn’t working. 
They are losing faith because his poli-
cies aren’t working. I’m the first to say 
that we’ve got to quit doing a lot of 
this pointing fingers, so I’m hopeful 
that tonight we can have this con-
versation, and I have some solutions 
that I’d like to put out there. You can’t 
criticize without coming behind it and 
offering a solution. We’ve continuously 
done that in this House and will con-
tinue to do so, Mr. Speaker. 

I yield to the gentleman from Illi-
nois. 

Mr. KINZINGER of Illinois. I thank 
the gentlelady from Alabama for orga-
nizing this. It is great to be joined with 
you on this very important subject, the 
idea that over 7.5 percent of our fellow 
neighbors—and by the way, the Presi-
dent’s own State of Illinois, it’s higher 
than 7.5 percent. If you want to see 
what Big Government is going to even-
tually do, just look in my home State. 
You’re going to see people that are des-
perately searching for work, that wake 
up every day just wondering if they are 
going to get a paycheck. If they have a 
job, they’re wondering, Is this the last 
day? Am I going to go into work today 
and get that pink slip? Am I going to 
go into work today and have to tell my 
wife or husband or kids that we’re 
going to have to tighten the belt be-
cause dad or mom just lost their job? 
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